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3 young scientists do IISc proud, win top honour 

TNN | Dec 23, 2014, 02.48 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/3-young-scientists-do-IISc-proud-win-top-

honour/articleshow/45610651.cms 

BENGALURU: Their fields of work may be diverse but they have something in common — dedication and excellence. 

Three young scientists from IISc, all below the age of 35, have been conferred the prestigious Young Scientist Medal by 

the Indian National Science Academy (Insa).  

 

The honour is given to exceptionally promising young scientists. Considered the highest recognition of creativity and 

excellence, the award comprises a medal, certificate and cash prize of Rs 25,000. The recipients are also entitled to a 

start-up grant for independent research.  

 

"It gives us a lot of encouragement. The selection process is quite rigorous so the award is truly special," Santanu 

Mukherjee, 34, an award-winning researcher pursuing asymmetric catalysis (a branch of synthetic organic chemistry) at 

IISc, told TOI. In the field for close to five years now, Mukherjee wishes to conduct research in different areas. He is 

working on the c oncept of combining different modes of catalysis for the invention of new transformations.  

 

Of the 557 nominations received by Insa from across the country, 80 candidates were shortlisted based on how 

interesting their areas of research are. Further, the selectors zeroed in on 30 winners from premier national institutions, 

based on the presentations they made at the Insa headquarters in New Delhi.  

 

"It is in deed a great honour. I have been doing research for the past six years and this is an achievement," said Soumya 

Das, 33, another recipient. He came to IISc two years ago and is fascinated by the modular form of mathematics and its 

allied areas. Soumya primarily deals with the Number Theory.  

 

"It feels great to get this recognition. It's an important platform for Indian scientists," said Suryasarathi Bose, 35, 

currently working on polymeric membranes using different functional nanoparticles. Polymer processing, polymer 

blends, carbon nanotubes and grapheme-based polymer nanocomposites are the key areas of research for this materials 

engineering faculty member at IISc.  

 

The awards were handed over at a function held at the Indian Institute of Oceanography, Goa, on December 21.  

 

Meanwhile, three IISc scientists have been inducted into Insa — Paturu Kondiah for his work in tumour biology, Pradip 

Dutta for thermal technologies (mechanical engineering) and Srinivasan Sampath for materials chemistry. 
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